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we find that a good deal of intensive re-education is necessary be-
fore a husband and wife are able to regard the subject of sex with
that similarity of views which is so essential.
We always try to help our clients acquire an understanding of
the general differences between the sexes. Not only do men and
women differ in their bodies and physiques, but they are also likely
to behave differently in many situations merely because they are
male and female. In large and important areas of life men and
women have different standards of value. Acceptance and compre-
hension of this fact could transform many marriages from failure to
success.
Men need to understand the feelings of insecurity that exist
in most women, their deep need to be loved and to be continuously
assured of love. The strong, silent man who never tells his wife that
he loves her because, he says, "I told her that when I asked her to
inarry me and it holds good until revoked," is a menace not only to
his wife and to his marriage but also to his children. On the other
hand, no wife wants the kind of husband described by the woman
who complained, "When I say to my husband, 'Do you love meF he
thinks Fm asking for information!" It is widely acknowledged that
the couples who marry most successfully and make the best sexual
adjustment nearly always come from homes where fathers and
mothers loved each other and displayed their affection openly. An-
thropologist Ashley Montagu has even argued that children may be
damaged if their parents sleep in separate beds. The use of the com-
mon bed is a symbol and evidence to children of the unity of the
parental partnership. Our advice is: leave twin beds to the twins.
Intelligent men are observant and alert to the fluctuations in a
woman's moods during the various phases of her monthly cycle.
They understand and are sympathetic with a woman's greater sensi-
tiveness to outside incidents and disturbances during love-making.
Surveys indicate that at least one-fourth, possibly one-third, of all
wives fail frequently, if not invariably, to reach a climax in sexual
intercourse. Tliis is a problem in which competent counseling is